She took supper one night, as usual, and retired to bed at the ordinary time; the following morning she was found dead in bed.
From the posture in which she was found lying, on the left side, with the knees drawn up, she was at first thought to be in a profound sleep. The features of her face were not distorted; noc Was there any apparent contortion of the limbs.
Dissection.?On raising the sternum from the diaphragm, there "Was nothing preternatural to be seen. The lungs on each side Were free from adhesions; but the pericardium was thought to be taore tense than common. On opening that membrane, a large coagulum of blood presented itself, covering the heart on all sides, and completely filling the cavity of the pericardium. This, when Removed, amounted to eight or ten ounces, with an ounce or two ?f serum.
The heart wag of the usual size, and very fat. Upon We are much pleased to find that some physicians of London, whose talents admirably qualify them for the investigation, are now very sedulously engaged in researches on this interesting subject, from which we expect much important addition to our knowledge. There is, indeed, no organ of the human body th* pathology of which is so little understood as that of the heart.
Our ignorance in this respcct may, doubtless, be attributed, in a great degree, to the imperfection of our knowledge respecting the physiology of that organ : much light may, however, be thrown on this subject by the researches of M. Lallemand on the functions of the great sympathetic nerve, which we have laid before our readers in the last and present Numbers of this Journal.
Diseases of the heart are frequent, distressing, and, sooner Three ounces of strong infusion of tobacco were injected into the rectum of a dog : it almost immediately produced tremulous contractions of the voluntary muscles. In five minutes the injection was repeated. The dog became sick, and threw up some of the infusion from the stomach; he became faint, and died ten minutes after the second injection. The thorax was opened immediately after respiration had ceased. The heart was extremely distended, and without any evident contraction, except slight occasional contractions of the appendix of the right auricle. Mr. Brodie divided the pericardium; but, from the great distension of the heart, this could not be done without irritating its muscular fibres with the point of the scalpel: both auricles and ventricles immediately began to contract with considerable force, so as to restore the circulation.
Artificial respiration was then produced, and the circulation was kept up for more than half an hour, beyond which time the experiment was not continued.
We find, from the above facts, that the energy of the heart may be so far diminished as to be unable to propel the blood after the lungs have ceased to become dilated, and yet retain that excitability which appears to belong to muscular fibres. During the whole of that time it cried strongly, and performed the motions of sucking whenever it felt any thing between its lips: it was fed with milk and water sweetened with sugar,?for no nurse could be found who would suckle it. The motions of the limbs were free, and, when any thing was placed in the hands, the fingers were bent to grasp it; but the motions were less forcible than those tof an ordinary fcetus. The cerebrum and cerebellum were entirely wanting; there only remained, at the base of the cranium, the spinal marrow a little elongated, and the annular protuberance, with the origins of the pneumo-gastric, trifacial, and optic nerves.
A similar fact was lately observed at the Hospice de l'erfectionnement. They are common in authors, and so well understood at the present day, that there is no necessity to adduce examples of it, as was done respecting the more rare cases of destruction of the spinal marrow.
These facts are sufficient to prove, that the brain is neither the only source of nervous influence, as Haller believed, nor the sole centre of the nervous system of animal life, as was the opinion of Bichat. They prove also, were it necessary to do so, that tho motions independent of the will are not under the influence of the cerebellum.
There results from this, as an immediate consequence, that the organs which receive their nerves from the medulla oblongata and spinal marrow, derive thence the nervous influence which animates them ; while it is from the cerebrum that arise the determinations ?f the will.
A greater number of acephalous foetuses have been witnessed, in which respiration could not be established: in those instances, dissection has shown that the medulla oblongata had been destroyed v'<th the rest of the brain. It is on the medulla oblongata, then, that the phenomena of respiration depend ; and it is from that organ that the pneumo-gastric nerves take their origin. The parieties of the left ventricle of the heart were very thick and firm, and its cavity almost obliterated. There were portions of ossification, of about the size of a filbert, around the aortic and aurico-ventricular orifices.
The ventricles of the brain were filled with serum; which was also found in considerable quantity between the tunica arachnoides and pia mater.
